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make you stand out as a foreigner," Jeremy
says. He admits that initially he worried about
having to write to someone whose native lan-
guage was German. But having Struyk correct
his pieces helped him feel more comfortable.
And it became easier as he wrote more.
Struyk also works through a grammar text
with his class as the semester goes on. But he
is convinced that having students put their skill
to use, is the best way for them to improve.
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Some days, when the list of e-mail mes-sages fills the screen, faculty wonderwhether e-mail is a blessing or a curse.
But for language professor, Dr. John Struyk,
one of these seemingly superfluous messages
changed the way he taught this year's
Advanced German Grammar course.
Struyk responded to a graduate student at
the University of Helsinki and learned that
Aki Taskinen took an English course via e-
mail with a class at Indiana University and
with one in Poland. The professors linked
each of their students with a student at each
of the other institutions to give them a regular
opportunity to use and write English.
Struyk immediately thought of his German
grammar class. "I had been wrestling with
how to challenge the students registered for
the course, since they had such wide ranging
backgrounds," he says. Aki's model seemed
to hold promise.
After months of fingerwork on the Internet,
Struyk is enthusiastic about the results.
Through the Helsinki student, he was linked
to a German professor at the University,
another in Japan, and several German stu-
dents in other countries who were willing to
work with Struyk's students. Despite some
initial trouble finding the right number of
people to link, each of his students now has
at least two others with whom they corre-
spond.
The correspondence is fairly structured.
Struyk has his students write six one to four
page "papers" during the semester, covering
specified areas. The first was a biography of
themselves in which they also described what
their Christianity meant for their lives. The
second was a description of their college. the
third a paper on their home community. The
fourth was a free topic that could be a
response to something their correspondents
had asked or written. The last two papers
were on American television or film and an
issue of their choice, such as environmental
problems, child abuse, or a political issue.
These topics opened up many opportunities
for discussion, Struyk says. It is difficult to
express your faith in a different language, and
many of the correspondents were not familiar
with what a Christian college would be like.
"It is also challenging to write fluently on
substantive issues," Struyk adds.
"This arrangement has given them some-
thing to really work for," says Struyk. "It's
tough, but the students want to communicate
Technology offers profs new ways to teach
well; they don't want to embarrass them-
selves." It is not just a grammar exercise, it is
real communicating, using the grammatical
principles they are learning.
Jeremy Van Nieuwenhuyzen, a member of
Struyk's class, believes it is crucial for a for-
eign language major to be able to communi-
cate with native speakers of the language. "If
you don't communicate regularly in the lan-
guage, the little picky things immediately
T ~aditional ways of teaching are ehang-mg because of access to electronicmail. Through the campus network and
the Internet, Dordt College faculty are linked
instantly to people across campus or thou-
sands of miles away. The implications for the
classroom are staggering.
"The information super highway is a
reality, and we should encourage and expose
students to it," says Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, who
taught a course over e-mail last spring from
California. Ribeiro was on leave from Dordt's
engineering department, but through e-mail
was able to teach a Power Systems Analysis
course to four Dordt engineering students.
Ribeiro began the course by flying to Dordt
to give two opening lectures. The initial face-
to-face contact, he says, was indispensable.
The students were given reading and home-
work assignments and computer simulations.
and were required to report weekly through e-
mail. Occasionally, graphs were sent via FAX.
The students met weekly to discuss problems
or questions, and at a time planned with
Ribeiro, sat at a computer to ask him ques-
tions over e-mail. Ribeiro sent his take home
tests five weeks in advance, giving students
plenty of time to familiarize themselves with
the material.
One of the biggest advantages Ribeiro sees
in the use of e-mail for course-work is the
amount of practice students get in written
communication. By having to communicate
daily through the written word, students learn
to respond quickly, structure sentences effec-
tively, and be objective. He believes the
approach encourages student ownership of
learning.
E-mail can also be used effectively in larger
classes. John Kok, professor of philosophy,
requires each of his students to respond eight
con/billed all page 2
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Continued from page 1
times in a semester to questions relating to
his lectures. In previous semesters, students
wrote these "No Risk Writes" (NRWs) on
paper in the last seven minutes of class.
However, many people complained that they
weren't given enough time to respond. Now,
with questions sent over e-mail, students can
take their time and think through their
answers. For the most part, students write
more and their responses are more thought-
ful. Kok, too, can respond better to what the
students write.
Kok has also initiated a philosophy list-
serve or discussion file. He edits the names
from all NRW responses and forwards them
to the listserve. Students involved in the Iist-
serve then read and respond to the entries.
Discussions range from contemplations of
famous philosophers to discussions of struc-
ture and direction, from practical questions
of respect for elders to the desire for change.
Participation on the Iistservc is optional, and
the people involved enjoy the opportunity to
share opinions. Entries are done anonymously,
with students choosing random three letter
codes to connect to the listserve without iden-
tifying themselves. About the effectiveness or
value of the listserve, one student writes (over
e-mail, I might add), "Although this idea is
particularly conducive to philosophical discus-
Electronic mail is a relatively recent phe-
nomenon. As new practical applications for
its use are discovered, the possibilities for
the classroom will expand. Ribeiro says that
e-mail is personal, interactive, inexpensive,
and efficient, but adds that face to face con-
tact and personal interaction remains impor-
tant The challenge for Dordt and other edu-
cational institutions will be to use these
expanding technological tools in a way that
is educationally sound and that rellects the
mission of the institution.
The challenges/goals for 1994-1995, listed in
order of priority, were:
L Rearticulate our Reformed Distinctives
2. Aim for Academic Excellence
3. Develop Facilities and Technology
4_ Foster Communal Support
5. Keep'Dordt Affordable
6. Increase Diversity
IJis important, however, that we follow up
and carry both the plan and the planning pro-
cess into the future. This coming year is cru-
cial in that regard. It is my intention, there-
fore, in association with the Long Range
Planning Committee, to review the mission
statement, to evaluate the progress made
toward current objectives, and to delineate
specific goals and challenges for the future.
Statement of Purpose
In connection with the planning process,
there has been much discussion about the
future direction of the college. And this dis-
cussion, of course, concerns Dordt's direc-
tion-setting statement of purpose, The
Educational Taskof Dordt College. Questions
have been raised about such matters as
Dordt's relationship to the instituted church,
requirements for membership on the faculty,
the implications of a commitment to diversity,
and policies governing student life.
There has also been an ongoing discussion
about academic freedom. It is my hope that,
by the end of the coming year, we will have
added a chapter on this issue to the statement
of purpose. This chapter should make clear
that we seek freedom not as an end in itself,
but as part of an ongoing commitment to
carryon with our educational task guided by
the Word of God-also in dealing with the
other issues before us.
Faculty Evaluation
Speaking of requirements for membership
on the faculty, we all recognize that the mem-
bers of a college faculty constitute the heart
and core of an academic institution.
Therefore, the present and future well-being
of Dordt depends in large part on the stre,th,
quality, and commitment of its faculty.
Dordt has always had a strong teaching fac-
ulty, primarily because it has been careful in
the selection of faculty members. 00 thcy
Technology Increases Dr. John Kok's teaching options, but dynamic
classroom interaction remains an important way to educate.
From the President _
By the time this issue of the Voicereaches its readers, I will have begunmy final year as the president of
Dordt College.
Recently someone asked: "What are your
goals for the last year of your presidency?" I
responded by indicating that I did nor-expe-ct
simply to put in my time, but that I wanted to
maintain a full schedule to the end of my
tenure. At the same time, the question forced
me to realize that, if this last year is to be
well-spent, I must have definite goals in mind
and also be willing to share them with the
Dordt community.
40th Anniversary
I'm thankful that Dordt's 40th anniversary
celebration coincides with my last year. This
will provide me with an opportunity to lead
the Dordt community in reflecting upon the
past and our foundational principles, in
acknowledging God's present blessings, and
in charting a visionary course for the future.
I'm hopeful that the events planned will
result in a memorable year of celebration.
Strategic Planning
Some years ago the college went through
an extensive institutional strategic planning
process. In light of its purpose statement, it
considered external challenges and opportuni-
ties as they compared with internal strengths
and weaknesses. The result was a strategic
planning report titled "Renewing Our
Vision."
Strategic planning produced a number of
goals. One of the most significant goals had
to do with student recruitment-1200 stu-
dents by 1995-1996 and 1500 by the year
2000. Given Dordt's academic programs and
campus facilities, it was felt that the college
could function most effectively at these
enrollment levels.
I'm hoping to be able to witness the enroll-
ment of 1200 students for this coming year.
Enrollment projections indicate that this is a
distinct possibility.
Long Range Planning
Basing its work on "Renewing Our
Vision," the college has initiated a long range
plan-for one year, five years, and ten years.
sions, I'd like to see it used in some other dis-
cussion-oriented classes as well."
Other professors use e-mail, too, for a vari-
ety of purposes. James Mahaffy regularly
sends messages or information through e-mail
to students in his Zoology class. John Van
Dyk asks students in Education 201 to check
e-mail at least once a week, to get updates,
announcements, and clarification of questions.
Professors also use e-mail to communicate
with faculty who are gone for the semester or
with colleagues in other institutions.
I
have expertise in their field? Are they dedi-
cated Christians? Are they committed to
Christian education? Can they teach from a
Reformed perspective?
During the last two years, we have been
working to develop a procedure whereby we
evaluate professors-present as well as prospec-
tive-in light of these important questions,
especially before they are given their five-year
appointments. Because this is such an important
issue, I will be pressing to get this procedure
defined, accepted, and in place before the con-
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The next project in the development of the
long range campus plan is the construction of
an indoor recreation complex. At this point
we are less than two years into the five-year
Dordt 2000 Campaign that is intended to
finance the construction of this important
facility. The goal of the campaign is $16 mil-
lion- covering the cost of a faculty office
addition and maintenance building, as well as
the recreation complex, plus $4.5 million for
the annual fund and $2 million for endow-
ment.
We have just passed the $8 million mark.
The campaign is going very well, but there is
still much work to be done.
This summer we are constructing the main-
tenance building, and we intend to proceed
with the faculty office addition as soon as
possible. It is my hope that, by June of 1996,
we will have raised sufficient funds so that
the Board of Trustees will feel free to autho-
rize proceeding with the construction of the
recreation complex.
Since I am not involved in the presidential
search, I have not listed the selection of the
new president as one of my goals for the
coming year. Nevertheless, I am, of course,
praying that when the board of trustees meets
in October 1995, it will be able to announce
the appointment of a successor who is quali-
fied and committed to leading Dordr into the
21st century.
I am both challenged by and excited about
the prospect of the coming year. At the same
time, I pray and trust that God will provide
the strength and guidance needed to reach
these goals--{)nly for His glory!
June 1995
Psych majors participate in ongoing brain research
Presidential search narrowed to three candidates
What is the relationship betweenlearning disabilities and the trans-fer of information between hemi-
spheres of the brain? How docs attention
span affect the interaction between the
brain's two hemispheres? What is the
Christian's role in the field of psychological
research? These arc some of the questions
being addressed by students conducting
brain research with psychology professor
Paul Moes.
Brain experts have known for some time
that the two hemispheres of the brain have
specific tasks. In his research, Moes is trying
to determine the role the corpus callosum
(the thick band of nerve fibers that connect
the two halves of the brain) plays in allow-
ing the two hemispheres to interact so that a
person can accomplish mental or motor
skills.
Moes spent his sabbatical in the spring of
1993 working with Dr. Malcolm Jeeves at
St. Andrew's University in Scotland studying
the transfer of information between the two
hemispheres of the brain. Since his return he
eagerly shares his experiences and the
opportunities for psychological research with
his students. Students like Jodi Hubers of
Rock Valley, Iowa, and Jana Van Wyk of
Wyoming, Michigan, have played an irnpor-
tant role in collecting data for Moes'
research.
While Moes notes that the theoretical and
practical knowledge gained through the
research is important, he also believes that
having his students participate in the process
allows them to learn a great deal about doing
research and helps them develop skills in
dealing with people. He hopes that these stu-
dents sense concretely the need to grapple
with faith and science and the role of
Christians within this exciting field.
Senior Jodi Hubers assisted Moes in a
study done with children. Children under age
ten have been shown to have incompletely
developed corpus callosums. Hubers col-
lected data on children ages 7·8 and ages 10·
II. She tested children on a color matching
task where the child had to decide if two
color patches that were flashed on the corn-
The Dordt College Board of Trustees,meeting in regular session on campuson April 21, accepted the recornmen-
dation of the search committee, approving
three individuals as finalists for the presi-
dency of the college.
The three are Lee Hollaar of Aldergrove,
British Columbia; Harry Fernhout of
Toronto, Ontario; and Carl Zylstra of
Orange City, Iowa. The candidates will
return to campus next fall for a series of
interviews with the board, faculty, and stu-
dents. The final appointment will be made
in October 1995, and the appointee will take
office in the fall of 1996, following the
retirement of current president Dr. John B.
Hulst.
Dr. Harry Fernhout is currently serving as
president of the Institute for Christian
Studies (ICS) in Toronto, Ontario. A gradu-
ate of Dordt College, Fernhout received a
master's of philosophy degree from the
Institute of Christian Studies in 1975 and a
master's degree from the University of
Toronto in 1982. His doctoral degree in the
philosophy of education is also from the
University of Toronto. Prior to his appoint-
ment to the ICS presidency in 1989,
Femhout served as a senior member in phi-
losophy of education and as vice-president
June 1995
puter screen were the same or different col-
ors. If subjects are staring directly ahead the
two colors will appear in the two halves of
the brain. The time required to make the
comparison indicates the degree of collasal
functioning.
Though the results of Hubers' work were
not conclusive, she found the experience to
be beneficial in directing her graduate stud-
ies focus. Hubers is a psychology major who
plans to continue her graduate work in clini-
cal psychology. She notes that working with
Moes allowed her to sec the complexity of
conducting a successful experiment. Hubers
learned how many variables there are to con-
tend with and found that the articles sug-
gested to her by Moes as supplemental read-
ing were most helpful.
Sometimes in the process of conducting an
experiment interesting new revelations arise.
According to Moes, Hubers' research
revealed that perhaps gender also played a
role in the transfer of information via the
corpus callosum. More study will be needed
in this area as well.
Further research was conducted at Dordt
College through the work of recent gradu-
ates Terry Ribbens and Nichole Henderson
who, in separate semesters, attempted to
determine if various degrees of callosal
functioning affect thinking abilities. Both
attempted to relate reading speed and read-
ing comprehension to the ability to do a let-
ter matching task (similar to the color
matching task). Subjects completed the corn-
purer-based letter matching task and then
took a simple diagnostic reading test. Again
the outcome was promising but not conclu-
sive. Initial results seem to support the
hypothesis that better hemisphere interaction
results in better reading skill.
Jana Van Wyk, a junior psychology major
from Wyoming, Michigan, has served as
Moes' work study assistant for the past two
years. She has found working with Moes
helpful in determining a future area of study
as well. Van Wyk hopes to go on to graduate
school to pursue a career in health psychol-
ogy. Besides entering volumes of data, Van
Wyk helped conduct experiments in her
experimental psychology class with Moes.
Van Wyk, together with students in the
for academic affairs at ICS. He also served
as an associate member of the graduate fac-
ulty in the School of Graduate Studies at the
University of Toronto. Fernhout has
authored two books, Promises Broken:
Promises Kept and Of Kings and Prophets.
He has also written numerous academic arti-
cles.
Dr. LeRoy (Lee) Hollaar currently serves
as education coordinator for the Society of
Christian Schools in British Columbia.
Hollaar's graduate work includes a mas-
ter's degree in educational administration
from the University of South Dakota in
1971, a master's degree in Christian stud-
ies from Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, in 1986, and a doctoral degree
in educational administration from the
University of Alberta in 1989. Hollaar has
served in various administrative positions:
as principal of Volga Christian School,
Volga, South Dakota; Ireton Christiao
School, Ireton, Iowa; Mt. Vernon Christian
School, Mt. Vernon, Washington; and
Edmontoo Christian Schools, Edmonton,
Alberta. From 1986·1988 Hollaar served
as the director of development for the
Edmonton Christian Schools. Related pro-
fessional positions include serving as presi-
dent of the Christian School
experimental psychology class, collected
data on elderly couples to determine the
effects of aging on interhemispheric transfer.
While in Scotland Moes had also tested a
group of elderly patients to determine the
effects of aging on interhemispheric transfer.
His research was not conclusive about
whether there was an impact on overall cog-
nitive abilities, but the test did reveal con-
vincingly that callosal transfer was dimin-
ished in the
elderly-relative to other neurological func-
tions. Van Wyk's data and that of other stu-
dents in Moes' experimental psychology
class continues to contribute to his research
in this area.
This summer Moes will be collecting data
from control subjects to compare with data
currently being collected by Jeeves in
Australia. Jeeves is studying a group of
patients with missing or diminished corpus
callosums. Moes' group will be made up of
individuals with intact corpus callosums who
have similar IQ's and educational levels as
those in Jeeves' group. Moes and other
researchers will meet in Scotland this sum-
mer to compare and compile the data.
Moes says the research is ongoing, and he
plans to continue to include his students in
the research process.
Administrators' Association and president
of the Alberta Christiao School
Administrators' Association. He has also
held adjunct faculty positions at Seattle
Pacific University and Trinity Western
University.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, currently serving as
pastor at Immanuel Christian Reformed
Church in Orange City, Iowa, is a graduate
of Calvin College and Calvin Theological
Seminary in Michigan. He received his doc-
toral degree from Princeton Theological
Seminary in 1983. Zylstra's background
includes serving as a pastor in Hammond
Christian Reformed Church, Hammond,
Indiana from 1973·1979 and as a lecturer in
practical theology at Calvin Theological
Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, from
1982·1983. Zylstra has served in many
denominational, ecumenical, and civic posi-
tions including past president of the hoard
of Christian Reformed World Missions and
vice-president of the Board of World
Ministries of the Christian Reformed
Church. He has had a variety of other syn-
odical appointments. Currently Zylstra
serves as a member of the Board of Trustees
of Calvin Theological Seminary and in vari-
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Communication students create
video for local company
Pat Korneiis,'I t took two weeks to figure out how
to eject the tape," joke Dordt College
seniors Carole Storteboom and Dan
de Boom as they describe their initial experi-
ences with Dordt's new VMJStudio Editor.
The high tech Editor will edit and add special
effects to video film. It presented the two
communication majors with a challenging
individual study project this past semester.
As Storteboom and de Boom explored and
experimented with the program, they became
excited by the possibilities it presented. The
technology provides a possible 160 different
special effects that can be added to video
footage. For example. it can bring a picture in
and out of the screen in unusual ways-such
as somersaulting.
Even more exciting was the opportunity to
work with Link Manufacturing, a Sioux
Center business, that was interested in pro-
ducing a six minute video to promote a new
product. The two seniors worked closely with
Link to determine which video clips would
create the most effective promotion piece.
They then edited together the various clips
chosen by Link, added several special effects
produced with the VM/Studio Editor, and
Mary Andringa, Lois: Vermeer, Bob Vermeer, Matilda Vermeer, and
Gary Vermeer, members of the board of directors of the Vermeer
Charitable Foundation, presented the endowed scholarships funds
~ to President J.B. Hulst and Lyle Grttters.
- Vermeer endows agriculture andengineering scholarships
Two significant new scholarships will beavailable to next year's freshmenapplicants to Dordt College. The
Vermeer Charitable Foundation of Pella,
Iowa, recently funded two $8000 scholar-
ships, one in agriculture and one in engineer-
ing. The scholarships will be awarded for the
first time for the 1995-96 academic year and
will be disbursed at $2000 per year.
Recipients will be freshmen with a grade
point average of at least 3.00 who plan 10
major in agriculture or engineering. Each
applicant will be required to write an essay
indicating their goals for the field of agricul-
ture or engineering. Consideration will be
given to the applicant's leadership potential
and involvement in agricultural projects,
clubs and work.
The scholarships will be automatically
renewed for three years if the recipients main-
tain a minimum grade point average of 3.00
and if they remain agriculture or engineering
majors. Preference will he given to students
from the Pella, Iowa, area.
The Vermeer Charitable Foundation is man-
aged by the Vermeer family, owners of
Vermeer Manufacturing. Vermeer has pio-
neered the development and manufacture of
such things as the round baler, trenchers,
stump cutlers, and tree spades.
The scholarships
will be awarded for the
first time for the 1995·96
academic year and
will be disbursed at
$2000 per year.
"4 Voice
'*" -Ca~le Storteboom and Dan de Boom
came up with a professional quality final
product that proved to be very successful for
Link Manufacturing.
The success of this student project
prompted interest by another company,
Kenmore Trucking, who had seen Link's
video. As a result, another group of communi-
cation students are gaining valuable experi-
ence shooting footage and preparing to create
a short video for this company.
Storteboom, a communications/theology
major, who is interested in communication
technology, described the experience as
"enjoyable but challenging." She and de
Boom not only had 10 develop the video but,
in the process, decipher the intricacies of the
program. Through their experience, they
became familiar enough with the machine to
write an eight-page manual for communica-
tions majors.
De Boom, a communications/psychology
major sees a future in video editing as a
hobby or side business. He says the new com-
puter technology will be an asset to Dordt for
editing its own theatre productions, concerts,
and films. He adds that the VMJStudio Editor
is a "cutting edge tool that provides unique




Each year, James Mahaffy's zoology stu-dents are assigned to do a project onany biological creature. Certain experi-
ments are repeated year after year. Juanita
Van Belle and Wayne Feeleus examined owl
pellets to find out what owls eat. Carrie
Hanemaayer and Kristie Baas compiled
several years' worth of results from groups
who examined the stomach content of frogs,
finding scorpions, insects and even field mice.
But students are also encouraged to try new
experiments. Jason Hendricks, a freshman
biology major from Nanaimo, British
Columbia, decided to see if sponge regenera-
tion worked. He contacted Ian Johnson, a pro-
fessor at Northwestern College in St. Paul
with expertise in the area, and managed to
grow sponges with fairly good results.
Kirk Hahn, a freshman from Cambria,
Washington, tested how much weight, mea-
sured in pennies, earthworms can pull when
injected with different doses of adrenalin.
Randy Lamfers, Julian Laarman, and Jason
De Weerd tested raccoon blood for the pres-
ence or absence of a South American parasite,
Trypanosoma cruzi., which also affects North
American raccoons and opossums. Mahaffy
read about the parasite over the Internet.
Lamfers, Laarman, and De Weerd decided
to test raccoons from the area to see how far
north the parasite lived. With the help of a
local veterinarian, they isolated blood from a
raccoon and incubated it in vials for several
weeks, then looked under a microscope to see
if it contained microorganisms. They have
found no traces of the organisms at this point.
Some groups or individuals had better
results on their projects than others, but
Mahaffy says the resulls aren't that important.
He says what's important is that students are
asking questions and trying to answer them.
Campus Capsules C tudents from area high schools gathered atOOordt on Monday, April 3 10participate in
the annual Math/Computer Science Day. The
day-long event included a round robin science
quiz bowl, computer programming competi-
tions, and a presentation by mathematics pro-
fessor, Dr. Calvin Jongsma.
Dordt's first summer camp for junior highstudents will be held from June 26 to 30.
Ovcr eighty seventh, eighth, and ninth graders
from six states will gather on campus for a
week of enrichment classes and group activi-
ties. The fifty residents and thirty commuters
will participate in mathematics, creative writ-
ing, computer programming, theatre games,
softball, soccer, art, and science sessions dur-
ing the mornings and afternoons. Evenings
will include group games and activities led by
student and alumni residence counselors.
The first camp, planned to accommodate
seventy-five students, is bursting at the seams
with applicants. It will be offered annually
during the last week of June. Next year coor-
dinators hope to repeat some of the offerings,
as well as include new ones.
Roberto Diaz, principal violist of theNational Symphony Orchestra in
Washington D.C., offered a master class lor
string players on March 17. Diaz is cited as
one of the most exciting and versatile artists
performing today. In addition to his position
as principal violist, Dial is active as a soloist,
recitalist, chamber musician, and teacher, He
appeared in concert in the BJ. Haan
Auditorium as part of the Sioux County
Concert Series.
June 1995
Beginning this fall, freshmen orientationwill have a new format. New students
arrive on campus on Saturday, August 26, for
activities tt6t will introduce them to college
and to each other. Parents arc invited and
encouraged to participate in acti vities
designed for them on Saturday evening and
Sunday afternoon.
The three days of activities prior to regis-
tration will incorporate the traditional orienta-
tion meetings and socials with elements of
GEN 10, a half-semester introduction to col-
lege life course that has been required of
Dordt freshmen for the past eleven years.
The new orientation schedule will allow
students to build lofts, settle, and learn their
way around campus before upperclass stu-
dents arrive. They will be introduced 10 the
campus computer system, and they will meet
their advisors and residence counselors. The
program should provide them with the infor-
mation and tools they need to make a success-
fultransition from high school to college.
The National Science Foundation willagain provide funding for Dordt's three-
week summer engineering camp for seventh
and eighth graders. This will be the fourth
year that Dordt has offered the camp to local
science-minded students. The main change in
this year's program is the expansion of the
geographic area from which students are cho-
sen. Applications are being received from stu-
dents in Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota,
North Dakota, and Nebraska.
The YSE program is designed to introduce
students to science and mathematics that
relates to engineering. One of its goals is to
make students aware of the field of engil,er-
ing and to help them plan their high school
program so that they enter college with the
proper background. The camp is limitcd to





Wednesday nights, near the StudentUnion Building, the sound ofsinging fills the air. Inside, dozens
of students sit on the stairs or floor of the
lounge, praising God through familiar songs
accompanied by guitars, drums, and piano.
Wednesday night Praise and Worship is just
one of many opportunities students on campus
have to worship together. Other options for stu-
dents to fellowship and worship are also plentiful,
One such opportunity is Sunday Intervarsity
meetings which are not only a time of fellow-
ship, but also a time to gain increased awareness
of the mission of the church in today's world.
Although mornings are sometimes hard to
face after a late night of studying, a particularly
dedicated group of students and staff meets to
pray together early Wednesday mornings. The
invitation is always open for students and staff
to join. Jane Manuel, a freshman from Lynden,
Washington, says that the core group of people
who come every week 15small in number, hut
they each have a real desire to be there. The
group prays for specific needs on campus or in
the news.
E-mail now connects Dordt students to a
computer prayer chain. Prayer requests are
e-mailed in, then sent to all "subscriber"
accounts. Fast, efficient, and convenient, e-
mail is nevertheless another way to share
needs, joys, and concerns with a large number
of students.
In classes, students learn that their faith
encompasses all of life. They learn about their
responsibility as stewards of God's creation.
They talk about the cosmic scope of the cre-
ation, the fall, and redemption, and of their call
to reform all areas of life. Professors truly seek
to leave their students with a vision for service
in God's kingdom.
That kind of education happens beyond the
classroom, too. Internships and off-campus
study programs, in particular, give students
unique opportunities to explore how to apply
what they've learned. Dordt students have
studied and worked in Chicago, Washington,
D.C., Los Angeles, Central America, the
Middle East, Russia, The Netherlands, Spain,
and Germany. Adjusting to a new situation,
especially to a foreign culture, is sometimes a
real challenge, but students always return to
Dordt with greater self-knowledge and new
questions about their role and responsibility in
the world.
Not everyone can fit a semester away into
their schedules. But for shorter eye-opening and
challenging experiences, service projects like
those run by AMOR and PLIA are invaluable.
These different groups and clubs provide
specific times for people to meet together, but
Dordt students don't limit themselves to orga-
nized meetings. Perhaps the most important
spiritual growth happens in daily devotions,
whether personal or in a group. For students in
cooking apartments, evening meals often
include Bible reading and prayer. Issues and
concerns raised in classes can spark lively
debates, which encourage roommates to articu-
late their beliefs.
Our life reflects our faith commitment, and
the ways that commitment can be exercised
and shared are almost limitless, Each person
can take hold of the opportunities, on campus
or elsewhere, to be nourished and to grow in
that faith.
ordt's annual Spring Pastors' Conference
focused on the changes and challenges
facing today's family. Dr. Henry Holstege,
professor of sociology at Calvin College,
spoke on "The Changing American Family,"
"The Christian Reformed Family," "The
Aging Church," and "Singles."
WiiT!Holstege, participating pastors dis-
cussed how divorce, dual employment of cou-
ples, and non-traditional family settings has
affected our society. They examined the
strengths and weaknesses of families, explor-
ing whether family life is more reflective of
our theology or of our society. Discussion of
the church's responsibility toward a growing
population of elderly and single people con-
cluded the two day discussion.
The English department hosted author JimHeynen ('59) for a public reading of his
stories on April 13. Heynen, author of The
One- Room Schoolhouse: Stories about the
Boys, read and discussed his stories with stu-
dents as well as the local community.
A g Day 1995, sponsored by the DordtCoIlege Agriculture Club, was held on
April 28. Ag Day salutes the caretakers 01
soil and livestock. Highlights of the day
included a barbecue lunch, a livestock judg-
ing competition, a petting zoo, business dis-
plays, student projects, and games. The pub-
lic took part in traditional contests of milk
guzzling and hay bucking. Visitors could milk
cows, sheer sheep, view displays of leather
work and roping, and see exhibits of trucks,
tractors, and implements. For one day each
year Dordt's main parking lot takes on the
atmosphere of a rural county fair.
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ordt recently received a $12,000 match-
ing grant from the Iowa State Library to
upgrade our Online Public Access Catalog.
The upgraded software will allow us to con-
tinue to load data from updated Wilson index
tapes that arrive every six months.
"Software keeps being upgraded, making
the old obsolete every few years," says
library director Dave Netz. The only way to
continue to benefit from the data tapes is to
match their software capabilities.
The new software will also improve overall
performance by making the system more flex-
ible, says Netz. The upgrade will provide a
windows environment, and it will allow the
library to build its own database for such
things as archives or campus publications.
"It's something we have to do, so we're
grateful for funding to help us do it," says
Netz.
Christian playwright Jeanne MurrayWalker was on campus March 9, 10, and
II during Dordt's production of her play, The
Chosen Daughter. In addition to attending the
performance, Murray led a discussion after
the Friday evening performance.
Dordt College offered its fifth Elderhostelprogram in May. The session included
courses on Dutch history, the confessions of
the Reformed faith, and the history of church
music-using the Casavant organ to demon-
strate musical styles of Dutch organists.
Elderhostel is an international, non-profit
organization that provides learning opportuni-
ties for adults over fifty-five at more than
1900 institutions throughout the United
States, Canada, and Europe.
Spring Fling
/
The first annual Spring Fling
took on a Renaissance theme.
Jousting, skits, singing, and
juggling entertained and engaged
students. The festive day-long event




D ordt College has been granted licen-sure status for its Masters ofEducation program. Since its incep-
tion, the program for K-8 elementary school
teachers has been approved by the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools
and the Iowa Department of Education.
Licensure approval was delayed, however,
until the State of Iowa recognized curriculum
and instruction as an endorsement area last
summer. Dordt then reapplied to the Iowa
Department of Education and was granted
approval of the revised licensure program in
March 1995.
As a result of being granted licensure sta-
tus, a Dordt College master's degree can be
applied toward a professional teacher's
license. According to Fennema, such a license
can bring increased salary benefits as well as
recognition of professional achievement.
Dordt's vision for the future includes
expanding the master's degree in curriculum
and instruction from the current K-8 range to
K-12. In addition, Dordt hopes to develop a
second program for administrators and
develop capabilities to offer workshops and
courses over the Iowa Communication
Network. In cooperation with 9ther
Reformed Christian colleges, Dordt is also












During the last weekend of
classes, seven seniors gath-
ered one evening to reflect
on their education. The fol-
lowmg round table discus-
sion was enjoyable for all,
and as one student said,




and again in my
courses and by other
students to look at life
and to address issues




What was the strength of your academic
education at Dordt?
Anna - What I appreciated most was the inter-
disciplinary work. By working in the sciences
for my environmental science degree, in the
humanities for my political science degree,
and even in the art courses I took, I received a
broad education.
Ted-The major strength is that you learn how
to learn. We're not going to be prepared for
every possible situation. but we've learned
where to find answers.
Tim - For my area, which is philosophy, it is
the small classes. Every professor I have stud-
ied under I have gotten to know personally
and seen as an example. You see in their own
lives the ability to think Christianly about
issues both outside and inside the classroom.
Deb-> I, too, think that one of the best things
here for education majors is that we can meet
with our profs. We can call them up at hame-
l have done that. "Mr. Schelhaas, I'm having
this dilemma with my student teaching right
now," I said one night. My teacher had left me
off on my own. I called and asked what I
should do? He met with me even though it
made him late for a church supper.
Would you change anything if you had to
start over again?
Laura-If I had to start over again, I would
learn for the sake of learning much earlier. As
fteshmen you often jump through hoops, mem-
orizing the night before for tests and dashing
out papers. I've started to enjoy learning, and I
wish that I could have started that earlier.
Is there a way to learn that earlier or is it
simply something that comes with time?
Laura- It does develop. As you get into your
major you become more engaged in it.
Paul-It happens as you mature too. Maturity
brings self-discipline and elficiency. Your pri-
orities change.
Tcd- I would take an individual studies
- and ahead
major if I was to do it over again. It allows so
much diversity. Employers are looking for
people who are broadly educated, who can
learn a specific job. I would love to have taken
more philosophy and theology under profes-
sors that are really good. /
Brian- If you talk to freshmen or even some
upperclass students you'll sometimes hear
something like, ''I'm glad I don't have to take
any more core curriculum classes." While I
can sympathize with that, at the same time,
there is a real strength to what has been typi-
cally called the liberal arts education. Life is
interdisciplinary.
It strikes me as a little bit unusual for you
all to be so convinced of the importance of
interdisciplinary studies. What has influ-
enced you to feel that way?
Ted-I've read and heard that employers are
looking for more well-rounded people in gen-
eral. They don't want single focus people. If
you develop all those different sides you are
going to be a more successful person.
Anna-In my area, you can't just study the envi-
ronment because it ties to everything else. That is
what we concentrate on in the Dordt environ-
mental studies major. It relates to political sci-
ence, economics, law, social issues and more.
Laura-It helps you relate to other people, too.
In medicine, for example, I'll work with peo-
ple directly. Knowing how to communicate
well and understanding issues that affect peo-
ple's lives will help me do a better job.
What is the most important thing you
learned in college?
Paul-To stand up for what you believe in.
carne to Dordt when I was 21. I had spent
some time travelling, which made me more
focused about what I wanted to do and why I
was at Dordt. I thought that God was leading
me toward teaching. So in a way I had already
been through those years when you branch out
from your parents and find out how to act and
react on your own. But at times I fclt myself
getting dragged into things I wasn't comfortable
with. I had to stand up for what I believed in.
Brian- I have come away with the sense that
God does call us and we have to search out his
will. He opens doors and closes them. That
influences your academic work as you go
through Dordt and mature.
Tim-For me it has been the challenge to
think Christianly. The Christian shouldn't just
jump on the latest band wagon. Before I came
to Dordt I thought you kept your Christian
faith and your private life separate. I have
been challenged again and again in my courses
and by other students to look at life and to
address issues in a way that is distinctively
Christian. It can come off so easily as a slo-
gan, but taking that statement seriously means
that it may not be an option for a Christian to be
a Democrat or Republican, hut that there may be
another option. That is the challenge I am start-
ing to face as I look to the future. How can we
work practically so that ten years from now there
will be more than two political parties, for exam-
ple. We need to challenge others who still think
along those lines.
Deb-I don't know if it's the most important
thing I learned but I did learn to be willing to
adapt and work with other people. You live with
a hundred people in a building on the same 1I00r
and six people in one apartment. Once we get out
working we'll know how to get along with our
co-workers because of the community that we
found here at Dordt for four years.
Laura-Living with other people and taking
courses with people can get you into some heated
discussions-like we're doing here-seven peo-
ple from completely different lives and different
areas and different focuses can gel together and
have a worthwhile conversation. I think that is
something that Dordt has given us.
Brian-I don't disagree with that but I .ilISO lind
that it is not uncommon for some students to
resist being Forced to take up a position or 10
probe one's thinking. We need to be challenged
so that we think about wh~ we arc here.
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Deb-c-I love it that Dordt has challenged me-
maybe not in every class-but I would often go
away from class thinking that I really needed to
think about what I stand for and why I believe
what I am studying. That is wonderful. We need
opportunities to challenge ourselves rather than
just passively accepting someone's ideas.
Ted-I heard the most complaining in Gen 300,
which is mainly for juniors and seniors. Many
didn't want to be challenged, but you are going
to face that everywhere you go.
From your perspective as a Christian, what is
the major issue facing our society today and
what do you plan to do about it?
Anna-I am studying one of them. Environmen-
tal studies is dear to my heart, but I think that
Christians haven't done nearly enough about it-
even at this college. We've been trying to get a
recycling program started for three years.
Christians need to act. What to do about that" I'm
not sure. Ihope to study environmental law. This
summer Iam working for a public affairs firm for
an agricultural agency. I want to work through the
church but it is so hard to go to your congrega-
tion. They look at you funny and say it's not a
problem. It doesn't discourage me but it makes me
frustrated, and I don't know where to go with it.
Deb-I have thought about this question and
talked about it with my roommates. I think that
one problem we, as teachers, are going to face is
the breakdown of family and of community. Our
professors have tried to teach us about the dan-
gers of individualism, but now I see it on my
own through work in the classroom. Maybe I just
have these wonderful memories back when I was
in grade school. I have. been teaching fourth-
graders and then seventh-graders, and I really
had to pull to get any idea of community, of
working together on something. I don't know
how I am going to solve that problem either, but
seeing how all of our ~ourses have tied together,
that professors are all working together makes
me see community in action.
Brian-I have had times when I would go from one
class [0 another and they would all reinforce the
same thing, it was very bizarre in a way but exciting.
Deb-It's a wonderful feeling when you're pay-
ing to be educated and you realize that this is all
fitting together.
Laura-One challenge I have been faced with
over the last couple summers is that of relativism.
The idea that you can believe what you want is
not rigar. Being able to stand up and confront that
spirit is a major challenge that will affect us, with
coworkers on the job. It erodes any foundation
you have to stand on. I am struggling with how to
confront that. Part of it is being able to know
where you stand and finding ways to demonstrate
that through your life. It's not easy.
Tim-I would agree with Laura. In philosophy,
postmodemism has to be one of the major issues.
You can't talk about truth anymore. This is
reflected in a kind of emptiness and searching for
something to hold onto. Divorced families, the
church, government, society-there is nothing
stable anymore. We all face the challenge of pro-
viding something that makes sense, that provides
the center for our lives, that holds it all together,
that is meaningful, that is true.
Ted-I think another problem is that people just
don't care about things. Somehow we have to get
people to care about what they are doing. I don't
know how many times I hear the phrase 'I don't
care.' It seems that there is just a general lack of
caring about anything, a lack of conviction.
Do you find these challenges overwhelming or
can you enthusiastically jump into the next
stage of your life?
Deb--I think you can. I think that at times each
one of us is going to be overwhelmed and won-
der how to handle it, to get tired of not being
able to help people find a base, something stable
and secure. BUI life has ups and downs, you get
past that down and you grab on to the Lord again
and say "Lord I need you to help me."
Paul-I think it's so important for Christians to
live out what they profess. I know many guys
who have. a difficult time explaining to someone
what they believe in as a Christian and why they
believe it. It is important that you come out of
college able to readily explain what you believe
without embarrassment. Dordt has challenged us
in different areas and encouraged us in this area,
but we still need to grasp and use it.
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Anna-Dordt provides a base but being in Sioux
Center, where it is still a tradition to go to
church, isn't downtown Detroit. A couple of
summers ago I worked with environmentalists
who believed there was no God: people must
take care of the earth to make it a better place to
live. You aren't faced with that unless you go
looking for it. That happens in Gen 300 and in
other off-campus experiences.
Deb--I think that students who have been to Dordt
for four years and sat through Gen 300, even if
they have not really been open about their faith or
their walk with the Lord here at Dordt, will hang
on to these roots and they will shape their lives.
Tim-I would really like to emphasize off-cam-
pus study as a companion to our study here. I
had a chance to talk to a friend who is on
Chicago Metro right now. I know he was strug-
gling with what difference these ideas and this
Christian talk make. The situation in Chicago has
really opened his eyes, and he thinks that will
help him take his studies much more seriously.
Anna-I found the same thing when I went to
The Netherlands. I sawall these students my age
who had nothing to hold on to.
Paul-At Dordt here, you see students leaving
their parents for the first time, who have black
and while views about things. Over the next year
that shifts to the point that at times anything will
go. Then towards the last year you see no! only a
developing respect for others and their opinions,
but opinions based on what they believe. They
have come back to a decision on their own
because they have thought about it and though it
may not be identical, it is thoughtful and based
on what they believe.
Do you feel ready to leave college in one
week? What excites or scares you about the
thought?
Laura-I'm scared right now because I don't
know what I will be doing next year; I'm still
waiting for acceptance into school. That's scary
because for all my life I have known exactly
where I am going to be every single year. I knew
that I had to go to Dordt for four years in order
to get this degree but now everything is just open
and there is no plan that I can see anymore and
that's really scary. And it's scary to leave; this is
home now, this is where my friends are and my
church.
Ted-c-A lot of us are leaving our safety nets. I
grew up in a sheltered community, and I am
picking up and moving away from all that I
know to go to graduate school. When issues and
questions come up, I won't have professors to go
run to or my roommates to talk to.
Deb--I know, too, that I won't have the experts
to go to. Instead, I am going to have parents
coming to me and wanting my expertise. Right
now that feels a little unsettling.
Laura-One comfort is the body of Christ, the
Church. I think that church support is vital when
you move from home. .
Anna-I chose to take a year off from school
before going to law school, hoping to use my hands
for the Lord doing physical work with an organiza-
tion like CRWRC. But the money is not there so I
might have to work on a dairy or be a waitress for a
year until I can get back to school. It's scary but
exciting in a way. I want to find what I can do for
the rest of the world so to speak. I want to be able
to serve in whatever work I do.
Deb-s-There's a feeling of elation once you finally
are finished. I must have sent out 70 letters and 70
resumes to different schools. I really had my mind
set on one area and now I end up in a place I
didn't expect. It's exciting and I can't wait.
Paul-Something that both scares me and excites
me is that I am gelling married next week. I'm
not even thinking about graduation. Walking
across the stage will be a breeze! I will be stu-
dent teaching in the fall near my home so the set-
ting at least will be very familiar.
What is your best memory of your college years?
Anna-I think freshman year was probably the
most exciting year for friendship. Nine of us
went to the Black Hills and Mt. Rushmore. It
was so much fun. We were so independent. We
=
were with friends. We knew it was an important
lime in our lives.
Laura-I think that my best memories come
from choir tours. Many strong friendships de-
velop and they are a lot of fun.
Tim-I would say that it was the dorm life. I was
only here a week when I got into a fight with a
guy. After that I hated Dordt for the first
semester, and I just wanted to go back home.
Then after the semester the tough guy inside of
me broke, and I really enjoyed the late nights
talking with friends.
Deb--I don't think that I'll ever have a situation
where I have six really close friends that I can sit
around and talk with for hours. Maybe I'm
wrong, but it seems once you get married your
circle friends gets smaller. I've noticed that from
my freshman year until now my circle of friends
has gotten smaller. As my academic experience
became more focused so did my friendships.
Brian-At the same time we realize t!fat though
we are going into different communities, the ties
will remain and we'll know a network of people'
working in different places. Our bond won't
depend on the occasional reunion.
Ilove it that Dordt
has challenged me-
maybe not in every
class-but Iwould
often go away from
class thinking that I
really needed to think
about what I stand for
and why I believe
what Iam studying
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Students in Dr. John Visser'sInternational Business course learnedfirsthand how a business is set up in a
foreign country. Members of Visser's class
worked with E.M.W. Groschopp, a local
small electric motor manufacturer, to
explore the feasibility of making and mar-
keting their engines in Mexico.
The cooperation began several months
ago when employees of Groschopp pre-
sented the class with information about the
company and discussed the kind of infonna-
tion they needed to export to a foreign coun-
try. A regional director of the International
Trade Administration (from the Department
of Commerce) also visited the class to point
students toward sources of information with-
in the vast government bureaucracy.
The class then was divided into four
groups to help gather information. One
group studied Mexican culture and how it
shapes business customs and practices;
another looked at the economic and finan-
cial situation, including how NAFfA would
affect them; a third studied legal aspects of
selling and distributing goods in Mexico; the
fourth investigated ways to promote and
advertise the product there.
Students gleaned much of their informa-
tion from the National Trade Data Bank and
other data banks accessed through modem
or CD- Rom. They made phone calls and
sent FAX requests and e-mail messages to
collect the information needed.
On May 4, in their last class of the
semester, they presented the results of their
findings, accompanied by a written report,
to representatives from Groschopp. They
shared the information, describing where
and how they found it so that the company
could investigate further if needed.
The joint project with Groschopp does not
make up the entire curriculum of the course,
however. Visser says that his International
Business course is somewhat unusual
because it integrates elements of marketing,
management, economics, finance, and
accounting in one course that, in most uni-
versities, would be taught in separate
courses in separate departments.
"Doing business internationally requires
such a broad understanding of the social, polit-
ical, and business context that students should
see these aspects integrated in one course," he
says. A project like the one with Groschopp
demonstrates those connections well.
Visser also challenges students to think
about issues that transcend departmental
lines. He focuses on value conflicts, asking
questions such as why we are comfortable
exporting technological values but not ethical
moral values. He urges students to contrast
opportunities for service with the potential for
exploitation in a given situation.
He also has the class work on many case
studies. They examine detailed, real busi-
ness situations that might involve govern-
ment/business relations, marketing prob-
lems, foreign practices, or financial analysis
of a foreign investment. Groups of students
present the results of their study to the class
for further discussion and evaluation.
"This is a fairly high-level class," he says,
adding that most of the students have strong
cross cultural interests and are eager to learn
another language, travel, or explore other
interesting opportunities. Some hope to get
into international business, others into inter-
national service with organizations such as
CRWRC. Whatever their career interest,
these students leave with a broad understand-
ing of the complexity of the issues involved
in international business and relations.
Visser brings his international
business course to Russia
Dr. John Visser offered a mini-versionof his international business coursein Moscow this spring. For two
weeks. Visser taught students from around
the world at People's Friendship University,
a reputable school focusing on international
business and relations.
Visser's trip was a follow-up to work
done in 1991 in cooperation with the
Christian College Coalition. At that time he
wrote a curriculum for international business
from a Christian point of view that was to
be used in five Russian universities. Using
that curriculum this spring, Visser spent
three hours a day, six days a week for two
weeks, teaching undergraduates, graduates,
and some professors.
But the subject matter was not the only
focus. Visser also used different pedagogical
methods to demonstrate that the straight lec-
ture method used in most Russian universi-
ties could be expanded. He used case stud-
ies, computer programs (on a portable com-
puter he carried with him), videos, and dis-
cussion, to supplement his lecturing.
Although the curriculum has not been
fully implemented because of funding and
publishing difficulties, Visser is still hopeful
that it will have an impact on students




Wendy Schiebout has received highhonors and represented DordtCollege's engineering department
well in her senior year at Dordt College.
In April Schiebout presented the results of
her senior design project at the Student
Conference of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) hosted by
North Dakota State University in Fargo,
North Dakota. For her efforts, she won first
place in the ASME Region VII "Old Guard"
Oral Presentation Competition.
In addition to a cash award, she will be
given an all-expense paid trip to the
International Mechanical Engineering
Congress, which is ASME's national annual
meeting to be held in San Francisco in
November. There Wendy will represent the
North Midwest region as she and eleven
other students from ASME regions around
the nation again present their work in the
National Old Guard Competition. Schiebout
will be accompanied by Dr. Nolan Van
Gaalen, the faculty advisor for the Dordt
College ASME Student Section.-
Wendy received another high honor at the
regional meeting in April, when it was
announced that she would be Region VII's
nominee for ASME's national CT. Main
Outstanding Student Member Award. The
winner of this award will also be announced
at the Society's annual meeting in
November.
Van Gaalen notes that Wendy's successes
are reflective of her commitment to the
engineering program at Dordt College as
well. "As Student Section Chair this past
year, she led the section in its best year yet,
including its winning of the Most Improved
Section Award at the regional meeting. She
has been a great worker, motivator, and idea
generator, and I'm happy to see the
Regional Vice President of ASME recognize
that by forwarding her nomination to the
national leve!."
Wendy plans to look for a position in
Denver following graduation.
Pew grant funds Global Stewardship Initiative
~~
The purpose of the
initiative is to promote





DordtCollege is one of twelve collegesselected to participate in the ChristianCollege Coalition's Global
Stewardship Initiative, a project funded by a
$200,000 grant from the Pew Charitable
Trusts.
The purpose of the initiative is to promote
and produce high quality Christian scholar-
ship related to global stewardship, environ-
mental degradation, resource consumption,
and population growth. The Pew Initiative
identifies colleges that are committed to mak-
ing global stewardship a significant emphasis
over the next several years and poised to
make substantial curricular contributions in
this area.As a recipient of the grant, Dordt
College is recognized for its commitment to
environmental stewardship. This commitment
is evident through the leadership that Dordt
professors Delmar Vander Zee, Richard
Hodgson, and Pam Veltkamp have assumed at
AuSable Institute of Environmental Studies,
in Michigan. AuSable is an institute affiliated
with the Christian College Coalition that
focuses on environmental studies.
Dr. Delmar Vander Zee, chairman of the
biology department and head of Dordt's ini-
tiative task force, will be on leave for the
1995-96 school year to produce a comprehen-
sive plan for integrating the environmental
studies program into Dordt's curriculum.
Goals of his project include defining the role
of environmental studies at a Christian col-
lege, proposing a comprehensive envir?J1men-
tal studies curriculum for Dordt College, inte-
grating creation stewardship principles into
the campus community at all levels, and
developing a portfolio of contacts and off-
campus sites for student practicums and fac-
ulty development in this area.
Other members of the task force include
Dr. Christian Goedhart, associate professor of
agriculture; Mr. Kenneth Hermann, associate
professor of history; Rev. Richard Hodgson,
professor of planetary sciences; Dr. John
Kok, professor of philosophy; Dr. Tracy
Miller, associate professor of economics; and
Mr. David Schclhaas, assistant professor of
English.
The Christian College Coalition's Global
Stewardship Initiative will allow this interdis-
ciplinary team to attend a series of national
conferences and compete for faculty mini-
grants to carry out indi vidual projects.
Several research projects and new course
proposals are being explored hy the team.
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Volunteer service on PLIA leads to grads employment
MendenhallMinistries in .Mendenhall, Mississippi, is com-mitted to ministry in its community.
The organization runs a law office, a doctor's
office, a thrift store, and organizes programs
for local youth. It also owns a fann, which is
just now beginning to take shape under the
direction of Christopher Shupe.
Shupe, a 1994 Dordt graduate, is putting
his agriculture degree to work operating a
farm that has lain unused for several years.
Shupe went to Mendenhall on PLIA last year
and, from the first day when manager Shelby
Smith took the group on a tour, was inter-
ested in the farm. Before leaving that week,
he picked up an application.
Of his last semester, Shupe says, "I didn't
know what to do after graduation, but I put it
into the Lord's hands." When he returned
from a service project he and several other
Dordt agriculture students conducted in
Russia last summer, Shupe found that he was
accepted to work at Mendenhall.
Shupe says his experiences in Russia
helped prepare him for work in Mississippi.
In both Russia and Mississippi, tools and
other supplies aren't always readily available,
and people have a more relaxed approach to
life than he does.
Shupe started work at Mendenhall last
January. Most of his time, so far, has been
spent cleaning up the farm. He mowed six to
eight foot weeds in the fields, cleaned yards,
burned junk, pruned orchards, and helped ini-
tiate a spray program for peach trees. This
year, about four acres of fields have been
planted with potatoes, and Shupe hopes to
harvest hay from the less fertile fields.
Volunteer groups have come in, too, to help
build a shed.
The main goal for the farm right now is to
make it profitable, says Shupe. The farm was
shut down because of lack of money to oper-
ate it. Shupe hopes to see the farm add to,
rather than drain on, ministry resources. In
addition to being profitable, he dreams that
the farm could be the Site of a rehabilitation- .program for kids.
Shupe works with closely Shelby Smith.
The two make a good pair since Shupe is
more interested in the actual farm work, and
Smith in the business side of the operation.
Mendenhall is a town that has faced fierce
racism in the past. Even now, the railroad
tracks sharply separate the white and black
sections of town. Shupe lives behind the
church on the poorer side of the tracks and
says it's good to live among the people for
whom he works. He has agreed to be in
Mendenhall at least until next January. About
his work he says, "It's challenging at times,
but it's good. I know I'm where God wants
me now."
Chris Shupe puts his a~riculture degree to work reestahlishing the farm of Mendenhall MiDistries.
182 students volunteer in thirteen communities across the country
When Spring Break comes, Dordtstudents head off in all directions.This year, a record 174 students
left books behind and traveled to eleven dif-
ferent locations on PLIA. PLIA, an acronym
for Putting Love into Action is a student-run
volunteer effort.
This year, one group traveled east to
Chicago, to Roseland Christian Ministries.
Three more headed southeast, visiting Inez,
Kentucky; Nashville, Tennessee; and
Altamont, Tennessee. Mississippi has been a
PLIA destination for several years, and four
groups headed south to Vicksburg, Jackson,
Cary, and Mendenhall. Two more groups
headed southwest to new sites in Rehoboth,
New Mexico, and Denver, Colorado. And for
the second year, a group flew to Pasadena,
California, to work at the Harambee Christian
Center.
Much of the work done by PLIA teams
involves construction work and building
repairs including painting and roofing.
However, this year more students were able to
interact with local people. Dordt students in
Mendenhall, Pasadena, and Cary tutored stu-
DORDT COLLEGE
Vice President for Student Affairs
Dordt College seeks a highly qualified individual committed to a Reformed, bibli-
cal perspective and educational philosophy for this pivotal position. Serving on
the president's administrative cabinet and supervising the student affairs staff, the
VPSA provides leadership for all functions of the student affairs office, including
residence life, spiritual and personal counseling, co-curricular activities program-
ming, and discipline. Doctoral degree preferred; significant related experience
required. Send resumes and letters of inquiry by July 10 to Dr. Jasper Lesage,
secretary of the VPSA Search Committee, by fax (712-722-1185), e-mail
(Iesage@dordt.edu) or mail, at the address below.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity employer and encourages application by women and minorities.
DORDT COLLEGE
498 4th Avenue NE • Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1697 • 712-722-3771
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dents in both school and neighborhood situa-
tions. In Nashville, the group lived in the
housing projects, getting to know some of the
local people.
Although students go for only a week,
many students say that the depth of the expe-
rience makes it seem longer. PLIA service
challenges them by exposing them to new sit-
uations. Many volunteers feel a combination
of satisfaction and frustration when they
return: the satisfaction of serving a~ helping,
the frustration of knowing what to do about it
in their daily lives. Organizers hope that these
challenges will help shape how students set
goals for their future lives.
Even after the teams return, discussions and
work continue. The planning committee has
already met to plan for next year. Leaders
Kirk Vander Pol and Val Vande Voort, who
graduated this year, have been replaced by
Mike Schiebout and Liz Van Oord, both
juniors. Since the planning committee
includes members from each class, the rota-
tion of leaders proceeds smoothly, allowing




will help shape how
students set goals for
their future lives.
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The Arts, Community, and Cultural Democracy
A cross-disciplinary conference for Reformed Christian artists and schol-
ars Oil contemporary cultural issues and their relation to society.
August 16-19 at Calvin College
Keynote speakers: Calvin Seerveld
Nicholas Wolterstorff




Sponsored by Calvin College, Dordt College, the Free University, and the
Institute for Christian Studies. Lambert Zuidervaart, conference director.








Faculty news -------- _
The professional involve-
ments of Dordt faculty mem-
bers outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment to
provide educational leader-
ship in the Christian commu-
nity as well as among its OWIJ
students. By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encour-
agement as they work to be of
sen/ice in Christ's kingdom.
Dennis Vander Plaats, instructor in educa-
tion, led an inservice workshop on K-8 physi-
cal education curriculum development at
Leota Christian School in Minnesota on
January 20.
John Van Rys, assistant professor of
English, attended the Midwest Regional
Meeting of the Conference on Christianity
and Literature from March 3 I to April I at
Greenville College, Greenville, Illinois. At the
conference, Van Rys presented a paper titled
"One Woman's Faith: Religion in Alice






Physics professor John Zwart organized
and led the spring meeting of the Iowa
Section of the American Association of
Physics Teachers, held April 22 at Wartburg
College in Waverly, Iowa.
Along with Kevin Timmer, assistant pro-
fessor of engineering, and James Mahaffy,
associate professor of biology, Zwart put on a
"Middle School Science Night" for students
from LeMars, Iowa, on Friday, April 28.
James Schaap, professor of English,
recently accepted an invitation to join the
Chrysostom Society. The group, which meets
annually, provides a time of fellowship, dis-
cussion, and encouragement for twenty in-
vited "writers of national reputation whose
works incorporate spiritual themes."
Schaap's new novel, In the Silence There
Are Ghosts, was recently released by Baker
Book House.
The Banner published Schaap's article "Did
We Go Wrong? Mourning Three Old Sins," in
its April 24th issue.
Associate professor of English Robert De
Smith presented a paper on George
Gascoigne's poetry at the Third Dakotas
Conference on Early British Literature, held
April 27 and 28 in Brookings, South Dakota.
David Netz, information officer, attended
the CCCU Library Directors' Conference at
Geneva College, March 25 to March 27.
John Vander Stell, professor of theology
and philosophy, flew to Korea on May 5 to
give a series of lectures at various universities
and graduate schools. He will also preach in
several churches. His trip will include a time
in Pusan and Seoul, Korea.
John Struyk and Dallas Apol, both profes-
sors of foreign language, attended the 1995
conference of the North American
Association of Christian Foreign Language
and Literature Faculty. The conference was
held April 6 to 8 at Lee College in Cleveland,
Tennessee. The theme of the conference was
"Christian Perspectives on Foreign Language
and Literature." Apol was elected secretary of















Biology Teacher, Volume 57(5). The article is
based on a lab exercise developed for general
botany and includes students' lab data as
examples.
The Music Committee of the National
Federation of State High Schools
Associations granted emeritus music profes-
sor Dale Grotenhuis their "state" award for
Iowa in 1994. The award names Grotenhuis
The Outstanding Music Educator of the year
for Iowa. Grotenhuis will be presented with a
plaque at the 1995 All-State Music Festival in
November.




in their work and
teaching,.
"10 Voice
Dordt College professors are doingmore than teaching college classesthese days. Dr. George Faber spent
several days helping fifth graders identify
types of trees and leaves. Dr. Rick
Eigenbrood set up and led a Circle of Friends
group for a fourth grade student. Dr. John Van
Dyk spent a semester in Australia, using dif-
ferent teaching strategies. Professor Andrea
Struyk worked with a resource room student,
helping the teacher design specific strategies
to help the student learn.
Each of these professors appreciated their
experiences greatly, even though they were, in
a sense, required by the Iowa Department of
Education (DOE). The DOE accreditation
process requires that all instructors in the
department spend at least forty hours every
five years in a classroom of students they are
training college students to teach.
Some, like Van Dyk, feel the importance of
the these times so strongly that they say they
would get into the classroom even if it wasn't
stipulated.
Last spring, as part of his requirement,
Faber worked cooperatively with a fifth grade
teacher from Floyd Valley Community School
in Hospers, Iowa. Since Faber specializes in
science education, they planned a unit on
trees and leaves. Together Faber and the
teacher made a key that would help them dis-
tinguish varieties. Since the community had
just planted several types of trees in the park
ncar the school. Faber, the teacher, and the
students spent a day identifying them.
The students enjoyed the change of pace,
too. Faber received letters from the students.
"Thank you for making trees fun," one wrote.
"1 always didn't really care about it. Now I
pay more attention to trees." Another wrote,
"Thank you. It was fun. I know more about
trees than I ever did." "I learned a lot. I
always wondered what name different trees
had. Now I know." Some addressed him as
Doc Faber and more than one student was
surprised at how enjoyable it was. "Thanks
for a great time. Your pretty cool," one wrote,
and another, "I thought you would be boring,
but I was wrong. You were a blast."
Faber, who is director of Dordt's teacher
education program, believes the DOE require-
ment is a good one. "Teaching college is very
different from teaching elementary or high
school," he says. "It is easy to forget how
children and adolescents respond and learn."
Sometimes when professors are busy running
to class and driving around the county to super-
vise student teachers, finding time to work
cooperatively on a unit for an elementary or
secondary classroom seems like just one more
hassle that has to be attended to. But invariably,
says Faber, the experience is fun and inspires
professors in their work and teaching.
Working cooperatively also builds good
relations between the college and local
schools. "Principals like it because it gives
teachers an opportunity to work with some-
one else for a period of time, and it may give
them some new ideas or methods to use in
their classrooms."
"College professors are often seen as the
supervisor-the teacher critic-because the
teachers often only see us is in our role df
supervising our students. In this role we can
work together with the teachers. Everyone
benefits."
Communication professor Charles
Veenstra is this year's recipient of the John
Calvin award, an annual award to recognize
and encourage faculty who teach from a
reformational perspective. The award was
established through a gift from Mrs. Hugh
Meeter and the former Mr. Hugh Meeter.
Three different classes of alumni were
asked to nominate a faculty member they felt
merited the award. A panel of independent
reviewers selected the recipient based on the
number and reasons for the nomination.
Veenstra, a graduate of Dordt College, has
taught communication here since 1976.
Receiving the John Calvin Award has given
him new enthusiasm for his work. "It's a very
high honor," he says. "It means more to me
than getting a fellowship in graduate school
did." Veenstra adds that he is humbled
because it also makes him think of the times
he could have done a better job of teaching.
Nevertheless, he says, the award is a testi-






A probing Christian analysis of technology's
historic and scientific background and its
place in contemporary culture. Appealing for
an ethic of service, Schuurman challenges the
religious dynamic and ideological grounds of
our modem technological culture. Schuunnan
is professor of reformational philosophy at the
universities of Delft, Eindhoven, and
Wageningen.




by James C, Schaap
Those familiar with Schaap's award-winning
stories will recognize his characteristics in
this new collection. His plots feature every-
day characters who encounter difficult prob-
lems, often within the confines of their clos-
est relationships.
paper, 187 pgs, $8.50
The Impact of Evolutionary
Theory: A Christian View
by Russell Maatman
A careful examination of the creation/evolu-
tion debate, focusing on how Christian and
evolutionary views lead to different under-
standings of human behavior.
naper, 318 pgs, $12.95
DID
DORDT PRESS
To order. send check for book
price. plus $1.50 shipping JX'r
bock. 10 Donh College Press.
498 4th Avenue NE.






D ordt College shot putter Tereasa VanZee earned All-American honors forthe fourth time at the NAlA National
Outdoor Track and Field Championships in
Azusa, California, in late May.
Van Zee, who previously had earned AIl-
American honors at the 1994 Indoor
Nationals, the 1994 Outdoor Nationals and
the 1995 Indoor Nationals, matched her
career-best toss of the shot put in outdoor.
competition with a toss of 44'7". That throw
also tied a Dordt College record, which Van
Zee previously owned.
Van Zee, who graduated in May, complet-
ed her Dordt college career at the national
meet. In addition to earning All-American
honors, Van Zee was also named Scholar-
Athlete. According to Coach Syne Altena, a
student must have a GPA of at least 3.5 and
Tennis teams
wins all but one
area match
The Dordt College men's tennis team com-pleted another strong season this spring.
The Defenders played brilliantly, completing
the schedule with just one loss.
Dordt's only area loss this season came in a
5-4 loss at the hands of Northwestern. Dordt
won the other match earlier in the season
against Norhtwestern 5-4.
"We really battled with Northwestern,"
Coach Len Rhoda said. "Those two matches
were highly competitive. It was great tennis.
You really cannot get much more even than
two 5-4 matches."
TheDefenders started out the season with a
spring break trip to Southern California
where they won two matches against schools
much larger than Dordt.
After returning from spring break, the
Defenders continued playing outstanding ten-
nis and continued the winning streak that start-
ed last year. Until the loss to Northwestern in
this season's final mateh, the Defenders had
won every match in the area since 1993.
Seniors Russ Natelborg and Devin Le
Mahieu provided experienee and depth for
the Dordt team. Both eompleted strong
careers at Dordt this season.
Providing punch in Dordt's line-up were
Rhoda's top three singles' players. Randy Ten
Pas played Number I singles for much of the
season with George Denisenko at Number 2
and Brad Veenstra at Number 3.
"We had an outstanding group of players in
the top three singles spots.l'Rhoda said.
Three players shared the sixth spot in the
singles line-up. Scott Vanden Berg, Scott De
Jong and Chris Nonhof all played in the No.
6 spot and picked up many wins.
"We had an outstanding season," Rhoda
said. "Overall we were very pleased. The dis-
appointing part of the season was the weather.
We didn't have the weather we needed to
play enough matches or to practice. It really
hurt us in that we couldn't improve as much
as we would have liked."
Baseball team plagued
with injuries
After qualifying for the NAIA play-offsand finishing at or above .500 in each
of the past three years, the Dordt College
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be a conference champion or of national cal-
ibre. Van Zee is a 3.74 Chemistry major.
Another Dordt athlete, sophomore hurdler
Matt Howerzyl, had a strong meet at nation-
als, In the quarterfinals, he finished third in
his heat in the II O-meter high hurdles to
move on to the semi-finals with a time of
14.91 seconds. He finished seventh in the
semi-finals, but did not qualify for finals.
Sophomore Todd Schemper ran in the 800-
meter quarterfinals but did not qualify for
the semifinals.
Three school records were broken this year:
Van Zee in shot put with a toss of 44'7",
Howerzyl in hurdles with a time of 14.91 see-
onds, and sophomore Sonya Jongsma in the
5000 Meter run with a time of 18.41.
A highlight of the track season, according
to Altena, was the second place finish for
both the men's and the women's teams at
their home meet.
baseball team fell off pace this year, finish-
ing with a final record of 12-23.
The Defenders had a good spring offen-
sively with a team batting average of .278,
scoring an average of more than four runs
per game. Defensively, the team showed a
great amount of improvement as the season
went along, but injuries to starting pitchers
hurt the team all season.
"Our second and third starters each missed
several games and that really hurts a staff,"
said coach Tom Visker.
One of the keys to winning games for the
Defenders was adjusting to new starting
pitchers.
"With so many changes in our rotation, it
was difficult to get on a roll," Visker said.
"When we adjusted, we did okay, but some-
times we had a hard time adjusting to the
changes."
One highlight of the season was having
Jason Nikkel, in his first career start because
a scheduled starter couldn't play, lift the
Defenders to a 4-3 victory.
Another highlight was splitting a double
header with NAIA Midwest Region sectional
champion Briar Cliff in Sioux City. In the
first game, Dordt fell behind 9-0 in the early
innings, but the Defenders came baek and lost
narrowly, by a 9-8 score. In the second game,
the Defenders came up with a I-0 shut out
victory as senior mound ace Heath Oostenink
pitched the first of two straight shut out vieto-
ries. In his next start, Oostenink blanked
Buena Vista 2-0.
For his efforts this season, Oostenink
was named to the AII-NAlA Midwest
Region north section team. On the mound,
he had five wins and zero losses with three
saves and a minuscule 0.90 earned-run
average.
Oostenink also led the Defenders in several
offensive categories. He led the team with
hits (32), RBIs (24), doubles (7), triples (2),
slugging pereentage (.454) and runs (20). He
was among team leaders with a .296 overall
average.
Other Defender seniors ending their college
career were centerfielder Dave Heynen, first
baseman Tim Roetman, and pitcher/shortstop
Chad Feikema.
With a number of freshman and sopho-
mores playing key roles this season and with
a strong group of juniors, Visker looks for-
ward to next season.
"It's difficult to deal with injuries,
especially to pitchers," Visker said. "But




Dordt College Softball Coach DonDraayer entered the 1995 softball season
knowing that the team had plenty of potential
with its returning players. But on the mound,
Draayer had three freshman. Going into the
season, he knew that the biggest step would
be developing consistency.
The Lady Defenders started out the season on
a slow note as the team dropped eight of its first
ten games on a spring trip. But despite a rainy
spring that washed a number of games from the
schedule, the Lady Defenders caught fire back in
Northwest Iowa. They won seven of their next
eight games to even the team's record at 9-9.
Dordt eventually wrapped up the season I
with a 12-16 record and qualified for the
NAIA Midwest Regional sectional playoffs.
"Overall, I was very pleased with our
record, especially with the tough schedule we
played," Draayer said.
Three players earned honors on the first-team
sectional in the NAIA Midwest Regionals.
Senior first base-player Denese Rowe, junior
shortstop Sara Bareman and freshman second
base player Robyn Droog were all honored by
being selected to the all-sectional team.
Although Rowe missed the first ten games
due to band tour, she led the squad with a
.458 batting average. She was among team
leaders with 14 runs and a .517 on-base per-
centage. Bareman hit .403 with 23 runs, 17
RBIs and II stolen bases. Droog hit .410 with
19 runs and 12 RBIs.
Draayer also was very pleased with the
efforts of his senior cateher Trudy Molendyk.
"Trudy contributed a great deal to this
team, especially on defense," Draayer said.
"She worked well with young pitchers."
Freshmen pitchers Natalie Groninga and
Merideth Kos established themselves as col-
lege pitchers. Groninga was credited with
seven pitching wins and Kos with five.
"They did a great job," Draayer said. "They
struggled at times, but they found consistency."
The other pitcher starting the season on the
mound, Kris Heunink, found a home in the
infield and was among team leaders on offense.
"All three of the juniors have been with the
team three straight seasons and they did a
great job," Draayer said. Sarah Bareman, a
shortstop, Kari Vanden Hoek, a third base
player, and Jill Van Essen, an o1ltfielder, were
key to this season and will continue to be
important next season.
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InMarch, 1994. a loved and long-timefriend of the college. Mrs, Minnie Dahm,passed away at the age of eighty-six, Mrs,
Dahm is known to many readers and alumni
as the donor of the beautiful Casavant organ
in the BJ Haan Auditorium. But Mrs. Dahm
also endowed a number of scholarships and,
through estate planning. ensured that her sup-
port of various departments would continue in
perpetuity. Beginning this fall, several depart-
ments wi II benefit from her estate.
In her last letter to her friend and Dordt
professor, Dr. Joan Ringcrwole, written just
months before her death, Mrs. Dahm re-
counted how she first became involved as a
supporter of the college. In the early 1970's,
already retired and a widow, Mrs. Dahm was
advised by her doctor to get her estate in
order because her heart was failing. "The
Lord, however, had other plans for me," wrote
Mrs. Dahm. Initially Mrs. Dahm began to
fund yearly scholarships for pre-med, medical
technology, and music students. Later, she
"endowed" these scholarships, providing
funds for investment so that they will con-
tinue indefinitely.
Mrs. Dahm had a lifelong interest in music
and, in 1973, she donated the "little" organ
(now the practice organ) to the college. Then.
when the chapel was being considered. Mrs.
Dahm was approached by the college for a
donation for an organ suitable for the building
and the college's music program. Mrs. Dahm
agreed and, as the organ design took shape, it
became apparent that the instrument would be
more expensive than first anticipated.
Realizing that the organ would last a long
time, she increased her financial commitment
to fully fund the organ. Purchased for a total
cost of $225,000, the organ is now worth
twice that amount. Mrs. Dahrn's commitment
has helped Dordt College build one of the
largest undergraduate schools for organ stu-
dents in North America, and her support
helped establish the music tradition for which
Dordt is increasingly known. In her last letter,
Mrs. Dahm wrote that the organ was donated
"in gratitude for God's mercy to me."
Using charitable gift annuities, Mrs. Dahm
was also able to set aside the funds that will
now be used to update the combination action
on the organ and install a memory system for
stop actions.
In addition to providing for changes made
in the organ last summer, the gift annuities
that Mrs. Dahm established during her life
will now provide endowments for both the
library and the natural sciences. Each year,
investment earnings from these endowments
will enable the library to increase its holdings
and the science departments to purchase
needed equipment. These types of planned
gifts are crucial for Dordt as it competes with
other colleges lor both funding and students.
Dr. Ringerwole says that Mrs. Dahm, despite
her frequent health problems, was always busy
for others. She was a generous person who
realized her financial resources were not for
herself, but to help others. Over the years,
dozens of Dordt students in music and
medicine have benefitted from scholarships she
established. And because of her wise decisions
and careful estate planning, these scholarships
will continue in perpetuity to assist Dordt stu-
dents. As Mrs. Dahm wrote, "May God's
choicest blessings rest upon each recipient."
CampaignUpdate-----..._--------
Gerry Ebbers
The major component of the Dordt 2000Campaign is the recreation complex,but thefirst building to go up will be a
new maintenance facility. Construction on
that facility began in mid May. Crews began
by clearing the site - one old house was
moved and another. which could not be
moved, was demolished. The new building
will be located on the west side of campus
behind the heating plant.
Another smaller component of the cam-
paign is an addition to the classroom building
for professors' offices. That project has also
been given the green light by the executive
committee, bids have been tendered, and con-
struction should begin as soon as possible.
Bernie De Wit, vice president for business
affairs, will not say what the projected com-
pletion dates are for both projects because, as
he says, "1 don't want to create false expecta-
tions." Nevertheless, hopes are that it will be
sometime the fall of 1996.
Meanwhile the fundraising for the cam-
paign continues. The series of dinners for
1994-95 (24 in all) is complete and the devel-
opment staff will spend the summer following
up with those of you who attended the dinners
as well as those who were unable to attend, At
this point in the campaign, half of the
required funds have been raised. Many thanks
to the many of you who gave enthusiastically
and generously. A new round of dinners will
begin in September. Watch for an invitation to
your area dinner if you live in Alberta or
Florida, Ontario or Arizona, and many points
in between.
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Mrs. Minnie Dahm was not just a donor
to the college. In /979 she moved to Sioux
Center to be closer to the college. She
"came out of retirement" and served as the
college's archivist, putting to use her mas-
ter s degree in library science and her con-
siderable years of experience as a teacher
and librarian. Eventually health concerns
precipitated her re-retirement to Arizona.
$2 million












Campaign Goal: $16 million
Raised to date: $8 million
Dordt 2000 is a five-year $16 mil-
lion campaign to provide addition-
al campus facilities, meet the




Service is focus for three alumni scholarship recipients
Jim De Young
Each year the alumni association boardof directors must choose the recipientsof the alumni association scholar-
ships. That is never an easy job. but it is
always enjoyable.
Actually "scholarships" has only been plu-
ral for the past few years, as the scholarship
fund has grown to the point where, currently,
one $1000 and two $500 scholarships are
awarded. But the alumni scholarship has been
around since 1976, when the first winner was
chosen from among Dordt College juniors.
The first recipient, Dan Dykstra, a partner
in a Sioux City law firm, is now president of
the Dordt College Alumni Association, a
coincidence that points to the relevance of
the scholarship criteria. Scholarship appli-
cants must meet certain standards-a mini-
mum GPA of 3.25, for instance-but the cri-
teria by which the board makes its choice
can be summed up in a sentence: recipients
must, in their record of academic excellence
and personal and spiritual development, give
evidence that they will be exemplary alumni
of Dordt College.
That is admittedly a pretty vague notion,
but it gets fleshed out in the process of read-
ing the twenty to thirty applications that are
submitted each year, or while interviewing
the three finalists at the annual alumni asso-
ciation board meeting: Does an applicant
have a deep and sincere commitment to Jesus
Christ? Will she exemplify a reformational
world view in the various activities she pur-
sues after graduating from Dordt? Is she
likely to be successful in her chosen career?
Will he take on roles of leadership in his
church and community? Will he strive to bal-
ance his responsibilities to family, work,
church, etc.? Docs he appreciate the educa-
tional perspective of Dordt College and plan
to continue in support of it?
Those are demanding criteria, but the an-
nual problem is not finding applicants who
meet them, but choosing three from among
the mQte than twenty who do. This year's
recipient of the $1000 award is Mitch
Menning, from Rock Valley, Iowa. Menning
is a secondary education math/theology major
who plans a career as a high school math and
Bible teacher. A summer internship with an
inner city ministry in Nashville, Tennessee,
has turned Menning's thoughts toward possi-
bly using his teacher training in an inner city
setting. His Dordt career has included choir
and band as well as leadership through ser-
vice on student/faculty committees, thc PLIA
planning committee, and the residence life
staff.
Ryan Groen and Kevin Vas each received
$500 scholarships. Groen, a biology major
from Mesa, Arizona, hopes to enter medical
school after graduation. Long-term goals
include a stint in medical missions and a prac-
tice in family medicine. In addition to his aca-
demic career at Dordt, he has managed to
squeeze in the presidency of the Dordt
Defenders of Life; service on Student Forum,
Student Life Senate, and the Academic
Policies Committee; and two years on the res-
idence life staff.
Kevin Vos is an elementary education
major from Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. A
4.0 student, Kevin has also found time to
include two PLIA service projects, volunteer-
ing at Sioux Center Christian School, and
plenty of intramural sports in his college
career. Last summer Kevin worked at
Harambee Christian Center in inner-city L.A.
He plans to return there this summer and,
upon graduation. hopes to work in an inner-
city school.
This year's scholarship recipients give
every indication of following in their prede-
cessor Dan Dykstra's footsteps, seeking to
serve their Lord with their entire life, putting
into practice the principles that Dordt College
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give evidence that they
Kevin Vos, Randy Groen,and Mitch Menning share more than being alumni
scholarship winners. Next year they will also share an apartment.= "4.
Between Dykstra and this year's recipi-
ents are twenty-four scholarship winners.
Below is a list of the recipients of the Dordt
College Alumni Scholarship.
1975-Neil Culbertson, missionary with
Christian Reformed World Missions in
Guam
1979-Clarence Witten, pastor, Milford
Faith Community CRC, Nova Scotia
1980-Dan Zinkand, reporter, Iowa Farmer
Today, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
1981-Mark Link, physician, Newton,
Massachusetts
1982-Gregg Vande Kieft, family physician,
Mount Vernon. Washington
1983-Lynn (De Kruyf) Otto, home-maker,
Bloomington, Indiana
1984-Brian Kruis, principal/teacher, Zuni
Christian Mission School, New Mexico
1985-Brian Fikkert, economics professor,
University of Maryland
1986--Randal Meyer, Ph.D. 'Ca'ndidate in
animal scie-nce at the Univ. of Minnesota




Wordsmiths, a communications firm in
will be exemplary
Grand Rapids, Michigan
1985-Ngoc Tran, now Nikie Le, third-year
medical student at the University of
Southern California
1989-Gailen Veurink, unit manager,
Citibank, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
(Gailen also serves on the alumni board.)
1990-Paul Arkema, dairyman, Van Gunst
Family Dairy, New Era, Michigan
199L-Leanne Meadows, school social
worker, St. Louis, Missouri
1992-Long Ho, engineer, Rock well
International, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Arlene Nydam, graduate student in social
work, Fresno State, California
Jennifer Van Weelden, music teacher, San
Jose Christian School, California
1993-Lori (Klein) Huisken, high school
teacher, Brandon Valley District School,
South Dakota
1994-Kirk Vander Pol, graduating senior,
hired as youth director at Roseland
Christian Ministries Center, Chicago
Kerry (Bussema) Dolman, graduating
senior, hired as junior/senior high school
teacher, Ripon Christian, California
Neisha Vas, graduating senior, seeking an
elementary classroom, resource room, or






Picnic dinner, train rides for the kids, alumni choir,
concert by Dave and Jody Van Kley-all free!
To celebrate 40 years of blessings
All friends of Dordt College in the tri-state area
Saturday, Aug. 12, 1995, 4 - 9 p.m.





Chuck and Meg Vander Hart ('70) live in
Davenport, Iowa. Chuck owns a moving company
called Hawkeye Movers Inc. The Vander Harts
have eight children.
Dan and Nancy (Goeman,'76) Vander Meer live
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Nancy's "Take Time to
Make Time" calendar of daily inspiration and time
management tips was published by the Zo- fervan
Publishing House. She is currently designing a
daily organizer planner from a uniquely Christian
perspective for Zondcrvan. Nancy also does free-
lance writing for Christian Reformed Home
Missions. Dan is a writer/publications manager for
the Meijer Corporation. The Vander Meers have
one daughter, Kristina, 4.
1980s
Gloria Lazarick ('80) lives in Coaldale, Alberta.
She is pursuing her masters in education at the
University of Lethbridge. Her area of interest is
"Computers in the Classroom." Gloria also substi-
tute teaches and loves taking care of her two chil-
dren: Chad, 12, and Nicole, 8.
Adriaan and Sharon (Van De Weert,ex'81)
Verburg have moved from their small farm in
Vermont to Phoenix, Arizona, where Adriaan has a
dairy hooftrimming business. The Verburgs have
six children: Josh, 14; Luke, 12; Laura, 9; Tessa,S;
Heather, 3; and Jacob, I.
Ron and Kim (Jansen) Zantingh ('81,'82) live
in Pella, Iowa, where Ron is vice-president at
Marion County State Bank. Kim is at home with
their sons Ryan, Jordan, Brady, and Micah.
Pele and Linda (Wind) Hamstra ('81,'86) live
ncar Phoenix, Arizona, where they own and operate
West Valley Waste Service. The Hamstras have
three sons: Caleb,S; Aaron, 3; and Seth, 6mo.
Roger and Kelli Engelsman (ex'82) live in
Bennett, Colorado. Roger recently became lieu-
tenant of the East Platoon of the Adams County
Sheriff's Department. The Engelsmans have two
children, ages 10 and 4.
Jim and LyneH (Jelgerhuis,'82) Dykstra live in
Tinley Park, Illinois. Lynell works for the Barnabas'
Foundation, and Jim works at the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange in downtown Chicago.
Vince and Diane (De Wit) Bonnema ('82,'82)
live in Sheldon, Iowa. Vince is administrator and
Diane is a teacher aide at Sheldon Christian School.
The Bonnemas have four children: Brett, 10; Kristi.
8; Bethany, 3; and Jennifer, 2mo.
Letters and e-mail _
Steve Vanden Berg ('92) called in response
to the ping-pong at the pen article in the last
issue. He remembers playing in the champi-
onship game one year with Craig Van Hill and
winning. Interestingly, he says he received a
ping-pong paddle as his prize. And he still .
uses that paddle today.
One more time
Just couldn't let this picture be misrepre-
sented by the wrong names. I am 100% sure
on Kathy Beezhold (far left) and Sue Lyon
(far right) and willing to bet on Joy Merriam
(second left) and Marion Walhof (facing away
from cammera). We were all ciass of '72.
thanks for the memories!
Lois (Lemmer) Znidema
Ted and Liz (Tiesma,ex'83) Van Den Tempel
live in Poole, Ontario, where they operate a dairy
farm. They have five children: David, 10; Darryl, 8;
Thea, 6; Sofia, 3; and Derek, 3mo. The Van Den
Tempels are also involved in activities with their
church, Milverton Mennonite Fellowship.
Jack and Marla (Sturing,'83) De Jager Jive in
Alto, Wisconsin. Marla keeps busy as a full-time
Mom to Jonathan, 4, Jason, 1, and Jordan, 5mo.
Jack is a cheesemaker at the local dairy coopera-
tive. In their spare time, Marla and Jack are
involved in league volleyball, church activities, and
socializing with friends.
Edith Zuidhof-Knoop (ex'85) and Art Knoop
live in Edson, Alberta. Art is employed as a
mechanic. Edith works part-time for the town of
Edson in Family and Community Support Services
and spends the rest of her time at home with their
daughter Janelle.
Dave and Jan Veldhorst ('86) will be leaving for
Chiba, Japan, in July to be part of a church planting
team through the Presbyterian Church of America's
Mission to the World program. The Veldhorsts will
be working in Japan for 2~3 years.
Andrew and Janet (Bandstra) Dreise ('86,'88)
live in Chatsworth, Ontario, with their three chil-
dren: Emily, 4; Jodi, 2; and Caleb, 1mo. Andrew
runs his own carpentry business, and Janet is at
home with their children.
Russ and Caroline (Antonides) Theune
('87,'87) live in St. Catharines, Ontario. Russ
works in a family owned glass business. Caroline
stays home with their three children: Nathan, 3;
Jonathan, 2; and Leah, IImo.
John and Donoa (De Jong) Fisher ('87,'87)
live in Wyoming, Michigan. John is a therapist/pro-
gram administrator at Wedge wood Christian Youth
and Family Services in Grand Rapids. Donna is at
home with their two boys, and works as an in-home
medical transcriptionist.
Chris and Terri (Breems,'88) Kelderrnan live in
New Hope, Minnesota. Terri teaches in the special
education department of the Anoka-Hennepin
School District in Minnesota.
Bruce and Donna Evink ('89) live in Rochester.
Minnesota. They adopted their two-year-old son
Mitchell Alan from S1. Petersburg, Russia, on
January 19, 1995.
1990s
Mike Fennema ('90) has been involved in agri-
cultural mission work since graduating from Dordt.
He worked for ECHO (Environmental Concerns for
Hunger Organization) in Florida for fifteen months,
of which three months were spent in Haiti. Since
December of 1992, Mike has been in Cambodia,
where he is serving a three-year term with Food for
the Hungry.
Jim and Gina (Heersink, '90) Rutgers live in
Alamosa, Colorado. Jim is a self-employed fanner
who does custom haying around the valley. Gina is
busy being a full-time mother to sons Levi, 2, and
Ethan, 3mo, and keeping the books for Jim's hay-
ing work.
Dave and Marlene Tebben ('90) live in Lansing,
Michigan. Marlene is finishing up her masters in
English at Michigan State University, and Dave
works for K. and H. Concrete Cutting.
Carl and Brenda (Atsma) Dragt ('91,'91)
received their Masters in Social Work, Clinical
Therapy, from California State University at Fresno
in 1993. They live in Aldergrove, B.c. Brenda
works for Abbotsford Mental Health as a child and
youth therapist and Carl works for Della Family
Services as a family therapist and a drug and alco-
hol counsellor.
Tel earns Fulbright
Martin Tel ('89), a doc-toral student inchurch music at the
University of Kansas, recently
received a Fulbright to contin-
ue work on his dissertation in
The Netherlands. Martin and
his wife, Sharilyn
(Veenstra,'89), plan move to
the Netherlands where he will
study in Groningen and at the
Swelinck Conservatory with
Jan Luth and Hans Van
Nieuwkoop.
Tel is particularly interested in
the organ as accompaniment
for congregational singing. The
focus of his research is to study
how the organ can help
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strengthen singing by looking at the Dutch
church organ tradition.
"The Dutch went through a period in the
nineteenth century when they did not allow
the organ to be used in a service," says Tel.
When it was reintroduced, many treatises
exploring proper use of the instrument as
accompaniment were written. He will study
those writings, as well as study tempo,
acoustics, and organ building while in The
Netherlaods.
"1 want to learn why there is such a
strong tradition in The Netherlands, and
how we can learn from it to improve here,"
he says. /
Tel hopes to finish his program in two
years. after which he will look for a position
in a college. university. or seminary teach-
ing church music.
Flashback
Anyone care Inidentify these
scholars? Wrire at e-mail and
we'll see bow many different
names appear this time.
Stephen and Monica (Postma,'92) Langton live
in Abbotsford, British Columbia. Monica works
part-time as a travel agent for Thomas Cook Travel.
She just returned to work after a recent maternity
leave.
Cory and Loretta (Rasmussen, '94) Jorgensen
live in California City, California. Loretta has been
hired as a lead teacher at the daycare center in
California City. Cory is finishing his second tour in
the United States Airforce.
In Memory _
Margery Rose (Van Zee) De Graaf('75),
3/20/95.
LynellJelgerhuis ('82) andJimDykstra,5121/94.






Heather Tiesma (ex'92) and Aubrey Postma, 4/2/94.
Paul Brandsma ('95) andIrene Ton ('95), 5/13/95.
De Boer publishes
young adult book
Rn De Boer's ('87) first book,Returning Light to the Wind, wasecently published by Windmill Press
Publishing House of Waterloo, Ontario.
Returning Light to the Wind, a fantasy novel
for junior high or early high students, is the
first of three books in the Lightbringer Series.
The series, which publishers say could be used
in media literacy courses or units, tries to
show that television can be redeemed.
Quentin Schultz, professor and media schol-
ar at Calvin College, has said ahout De Boer's
new book:
Returning Light to the Wind is an imagi-
native story that will engage young and
old minds alike, challenging them to think
critically about the importance of televi-
sion in contemporary society. It's about
time we've produced some children's lit-
erature that illuminates the role of popular
culture in shaping values and beliefs. In
the best of all worlds, family members
together would read and discuss the novel
and its implications for their own media-
saturated lives.
Ron lives in Waterloo, Ontario. Hi'S book is
available through Windmill Press Publishing




Chuck and Meg Vander Hart ('70), Jordan Paul, 3/26/95.
Sheldon and Pamela (Kempema) Starkenburg ('78,ex'78), Ramona Kim, 12/9/94.
Rod and Barb (Van GysseI,' 81) Venhuis, Brianna Dayle, 10/5/94.
Dave and Irene (Vander Pol,'81) Rigney, Mackenzie Nicole, 7116/94.
Ron and Kim (Jansen) Zantingh ('81,'82), Micah Jonathan, 7/1/94.
Russ and Myrna (Vander Hart) Fynaardt (' 81,'86), Spencer Dean, 3130/95.
Pete and Linda (Wind) Hamstra ('81,'86), Seth Alexander, 10/27/94.
Corwin and Pam (Van Zanten) Slagter ('82,'80), Christopher John, 12/30/94.
Wesley and Ladona Fopma (' 82), Kyle Andrew, 4/28/95.
Vince and Diane (De Wit) Bonnema ('82,'82), Jennifer Marge, 3/1/95.
Melvin and Jane (Vander Wal) Dotinga ('83,'79), Nicole Danae, 12/3/94.
Jack and Marla (Sturing,'83) De Jager, Jordan Matthew, 1112/95.
James and Dianne (Beekman,'83) De Penning, Rebekah Anne, 12/18/94.
Virgil and Janet Kiel (ex'83), Elizabeth Joy, 3nt95.
Ted and Liz (Tiesma,ex'S3) Van Den Tempel, Derek Theodore Avezaat, 2/12/95.
Pete and Diane Meyer ('83), Brendan Jacob, 10/8/94.
Dennis and Cathy Lane ('83), Kelsey Nichole, 2/3/95.
Melvin and Peggy (Gifford,'84) Nieuwenhuis, Chloe Annalice, 11121/94.
Bernard and Betty (Vander Linden,'84) De Boer, Alexander Cory, 3/30/95.
Jeff and Susan (Andringa,'84) Hodgin, Molly Marie, 3/24/95.
Rex and Wendy Janssen ('84), Leah Anne, 12/l/94.
Sjabbo and Joann (Beenen,'84) Verburg, Victoria Renae, 2/1/95.
Galen and Marlene (De Jong,'84) Van Mcanen, Bryce Henry, 11111194.
Edith Zuidhof-Knoop (ex'85) and Art Knoop, Janelle Christine, 6/3/94.
Brian and Sharon (Elgersma) Bevaart ('85,'84), Peter William, 2/17/95.
Arlan and Lynette (Olson) Van Engen ('85,'85), Andra Suzann, 3/22/95.
Andrew and Janet (Bandstra) Dreise ('86,'88), Caleb Michael, 4/6/95.
Gilbert and Sylvia (Wolters,' 87) Newhouse, Alexandra Rae, 2/20/95.
Maurice and Sharon (Brouwer,'87) Berkenpas, James Maurice, 9/15/94.
Jim and Lisa (Ruisch,'87) Kuiper, Jason Paul, 3/16/95.
Russ and Caroline (Antonides) Theune ('87,'87), Leah Marie, 6/27/94.
John and Donna (De Jong) Fisher ('87,'87), Alec John, 6/15/94.
Ron and Karen (Wiersma) De Boer ('87,'87), Kailey Nicole, 6114/94.
Kurt and Juliann (Kuipers) Vanden Bosch ('87,'88), Kyle Geoffrey, 3/25/95.
Rick and Gwen (Burggraal) Ebbers ('87,'89), Austin Carter, 10/27/94.
Ed and Debbie (Gietema) Groot ('87,'90), Sarah Evelyn, 2/13/95.
Brad and Lori (Veldhuizen) Van Kooten ('88,'88), Kyle Bradley, 3/19/95.
Harwin and Diane (Rozenboom,'88) Te Slaa, Allison Nicole, 3/4/95.
Joel and Irene (Brower,'88) Hooyer, Aaron Joel and Jesse Andrew, 11/19/94.
Phil and Fran (De Stigter) Mulder ('88,'90), Haley Heather, 11/19/94.
Todd and Cheri (Apol,ex'89) Rutgers, Nicole Elizabeth, 11/16/94.
Bruce and Donna Evink ('89), Mitchell Alan, 12/15192; adopted 1119195.
Scott and Brenda (Buitenhos,' 89) Mallery, Matthew Scott, 4/28/94.
Wes and LynetteDolieslager ('89), Tyler Dean, 3/10/95.
Brad and Renee (Houk) Engbers ('89,'89), Paige Renee, 2/24/95.
Peter and Brenda (Ten Pas) Van Der Puy ('90,'88), Cassandra Sue, 2/24/95.
Russell and Ruth (Alons,'90) Coons, J.D. Michael, 4/16/95.
Jim and Gina (Heersink,'90) Rutgers, Ethan Corey, 3/25/95.
Tim and Jill (Rhoda) Van Soelen ('90,'91), Madison Dawn, 4/6/95.
Greg and Sandy (Vernooy) VerMeer ('90,'91), Andrea, 2/6/95.
Rob and Teresa (Van Gunst) Eekhoff ('90, '91), Vanessa Joy, 12/23/94.
Jonathan and Lisa (Klein) Gross ('90,'92), Kyla June, 2/14/95.
Marlin and Julie Ten Nape) ('91), Alex Michael, 2/23/95.
Steve and Donna (Wind) Kortenhoven ('91, '9 J), Kyle Steven, 3129/95.
Tim and Cheryl (Perry) Van Bruggen ('91,'89), Samuel Jon, 4/5/95.
Stephen and Monica (Postma, '92) Langton, Marijke Jesse, 11/3/94.
Todd and Shelly Miedema ('93), Jaiden Mackenzie, 2/27/95.
John and Julie (Redder) Huyser ('93,'93), Erica Nicole, 3/12/95.










all-school reunion and it's for
everyone who attended Dordt
College (or Midwest Christian
Junior College) between 1955 and
1963. Enjoy a weekend of re-
acquainting, reminiscing, relaxing,
and recreating, Call that roommate
or friend you haven't seen in years
(or the one who lives next door)
and make plans to meet at Reunion
'95. Mark your calendar and watch
for information in the mail.
REUNION '95-AUGUST 11-13
F48 Friends Still Friends
Six years after their graduation in
1989, five roommates gathered for a
reunion. Tosha (Ringler)
Leyendekker and Michelle (Killeen)
Leyendekker are married to broth-
ers, both of them dairy farmers, and
live in Visalia, California. Bruce
and Nicki (AIons) Kuiper live in
Upland, California, where Bruce
works for the English Language
Institute of China and Nicki teaches
at the Christian school in Redlands.
Rick and Gwen (Burggraaf) Ebbers
live in Escalon, California, where
Rick interns at the Christian
Reformed Church. Paul and Betsy
(Van Gunst) Arkema live in New
Era, Michigan, where Paul works on the
Van Gunst family dairy and Betsy runs a silk arrangement store.
In April, all five former roommates met in California for a long weekend, along with their husbands and
children. They spent time reminiscing, sight seeing, playing games, and catching up on changes. The five
couples are already planning a reunion for the year 2000. Before coming to Dordt, the roommates came
from different states and different backgrounds and didn't know each other at all. Now, nine years later,
their lives are intertwined.
This summer we plan to publish a special 40thAnniversary issue of the Dordt College Voice. We'd like
to include a "Remember When" page. Please consider sub-
mitting a short memory piece--article, paragraph, or photo
for us to include. Reflections, stories, anecdotes, or tributes
are all welcome, We will pick and choose to cover a spec-
trum of classes and topics. Submissions can be sent to:
Dordt College Voice
498 4th Ave, NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
or
e-mailed to voice@dordt.edu
De Groot family treats current students
On April 8, eight Dordt students, allgreat grandchildren of Ihe formerLeonard and Jeanette De Groot, were
treated 10 pizza and a family gathering by
their great uncles in Sioux Center. The eight
students came to Dordt from Michigan,
Wisconsin, Nebraska, Washington, and Iowa.
Of the thirty-three family members present,
eighteen of them were Dordt students or
alumni, says great uncle Henry DeGroot, who
retired as business professor at Dordt in 1982.
Attending Dordt is a family tradition, he adds.
Of the nine children of Leonard and Jeanette
De Groot, eight of them sent children and
grandchildren to Dordt.
June 1995
Front Row: Colleen Kuiper, Gretna, NE;
Sheri Kuiper, Hull, IA; Tami Rouw, Mt.
Vernon, WA;
Middle Row: Leonard De Groot, Orange
City, IA; David De Groot, Grand Rapids, MI;
Jan Kuiper, Hull, IA; Aldan Kuiper, Hull, IA;
Larry De Groot, Hull, la; Gerv Bonnema,
Orange City, IA;
Back Row: Laura Kuiper, Oostburg, WI;
Sara Bonnema, Orange City, IA; Helen De
Groot, Hull, IA; Helen Bonnema, Orange
City, IA; Michelle Kuiper, Gretna, NE; Amy
De Groot, Orange City, IA; Joel Tjarks,
Holland, MI; Gwen Vos, Sheldon, IA; Jon De
Groot, Hull, IA.
CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what
kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below
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